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Theme:  Whose words are you listening to? 

 

The time was about 800 B.C. The place: The nation of Israel. Yet, at that time Israel was a 

divided nation. After the death of King Solomon Israel split: The northern two-thirds of the country 

became the kingdom of Israel, and the southern one-third became the kingdom of Judah.  

The northern kingdom of Israel was ruled by evil king Ahab. The Bible tells us that, “There 

was never a man like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD” (1 Kings 

21:25). The southern kingdom of Judah was ruled by good king Jehoshaphat. Scripture says that 

Jehoshaphat “did what was right in the eyes of the LORD” (1 Kings 22:43).  

As the text of this Bible reading begins we find Ahab and Jehoshaphat together. For us to 

correctly understand the message our God is trying to get across to us we need more information. 

We need to know how the two kings ended up together. To find what we need to know we go back 

to the beginning of 1 Kings 22. There we read: 

For three years there was no war between Aram and Israel. 
2 

But in the third year Jehoshaphat 

king of Judah went down to see the king of Israel. 
3 

The king of Israel had said to his officials, 

“Don’t you know that Ramoth Gilead belongs to us and yet we are doing nothing to retake it from 

the king of Aram?” 
4 

So he asked Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to fight against Ramoth 

Gilead?” Jehoshaphat replied to the king of Israel, “I am as you are, my people as your people, 

my horses as your horses.” 
5 

But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, “First seek the 

counsel of the LORD.” 
6 

So the king of Israel brought together the prophets—about four hundred 

men—and asked them, “Shall I go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” “Go,” they 

answered, “for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.” 
7 

But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there not 

a prophet of the LORD here whom we can inquire of?” 
8 
The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, 

“There is still one man through whom we can inquire of the LORD, but I hate him because he 

never prophesies anything good about me, but always bad. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” “The 

king should not say that,” Jehoshaphat replied. 
9 

So the king of Israel called one of his officials 

and said, “Bring Micaiah son of Imlah at once” (1 Kings 22:1-9).   

So why did good king Jehoshaphat go to visit wicked Ahab? Toward the end of 1 Kings we are 

told that, “Jehoshaphat was also at peace with the king of Israel” (1 Kings 22:44). Why would 

Jehoshaphat work to be at peace with this evil king? The Bible never tells us why, and there is no 

reason to speculate. What we need to recognize is that Jehoshaphat was working to be at peace with 

a king who had rejected the true God. 

So when Jehoshaphat went on this visit, Ahab saw an opportunity. There was a city that had 

been taken from Ahab by the country of Aram, and Ahab wanted that city back. If Jehoshaphat 

helped him then Ahab thought he would have a big enough army to defeat the Arameans. So he asks 

Jehoshaphat to go and fight with him. Surprisingly Jehoshaphat agrees! But Jehoshaphat makes one 

request before he will go: “First seek the counsel of the LORD” (1Kings 22:5).  

That’s a problem because Ahab doesn’t worship the LORD. He worships Baal, a false god, an 

idol. But Ahab doesn’t want to miss out on this opportunity. So the king of Israel brought 

together the prophets—about four hundred men—and asked them, “Shall I go to war against 

Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” “Go,” they answered, “for the Lord will give it into the 

king’s hand” (1Kings 22:6). Ahab called his prophets in to give Jehoshaphat a message from ‘god.’ 

But Jehoshaphat quickly recognizes that these are not prophets of the true God of Israel. So he asks, 

“Is there not a prophet of the LORD here whom we can inquire of” (1 Kings 22:7)? 

How did Jehoshaphat know these were not true prophets of the Lord? It has to do with the word 

the prophets used for “Lord.” Jehoshaphat used the covenant name of the God of Israel: Yahweh. 
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When that word is used in Hebrew our English Bible will translate it LORD with all capital letters. 

These false prophets don’t use that name for God. When they say “the Lord will give it into the 

king’s hand” they use the Hebrew word Adonai which our English Bible translates as Lord, but not 

all in capital letters. Jehoshaphat catches this right away and asks for a true prophet of God to come 

and speak to them.  

So Micaiah is called to speak. Now the official who was sent to bring Micaiah tries to persuade 

him to say the same thing as the false prophets. The official knows that Ahab hates Micaiah, and he 

is probably hoping he can get Micaiah to go along with what the other prophets are saying so there 

won’t be trouble. But Micaiah makes one thing very clear: “As surely as the LORD lives, I can tell 

him only what the LORD tells me” (v. 14). What message does Yahweh have Micaiah share with 

Ahab about his battle plans? Micaiah says to Ahab, “The LORD has put a lying spirit in the 

mouths of all these prophets of yours. The LORD has decreed disaster for you” (v. 23).    

Ahab doesn’t like the message God has Micaiah speak to him, so he says, “Put this fellow in 

prison and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.” 
 
Micaiah declared, “If 

you ever return safely, the Lord has not spoken through me.” Then he added, “Mark my 

words, all you people” (vs. 27-28)! The last thing that Micaiah says can be translated as “Listen to 

my words, all you people!” Micaiah wanted everyone to listen to his words because those words 

were not his own. Micaiah’s words were really God’s words. It is just as the Apostle Peter said in 

our second lesson for today: “No prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 

interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God 

as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (vs. 20-21). God’s Spirit moved Micaiah to speak 

those words to warn Ahab and Jehoshaphat of the danger they were getting themselves into. The 

true God spoke through his true prophet and urged the people to listen to his words so that the LORD 

could protect their bodies and their souls.  

Surprisingly, it seems that Jehoshaphat didn’t listen. Take a look at what is says next. 
29 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead. 
30 

The king of 

Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will enter the battle in disguise, but you wear your royal robes.” So 

the king of Israel disguised himself and went into battle. 
31 

Now the king of Aram had ordered his 

thirty-two chariot commanders, “Do not fight with anyone, small or great, except the king of 

Israel.” 
32 

When the chariot commanders saw Jehoshaphat, they thought, “Surely this is the king 

of Israel.” So they turned to attack him, but when Jehoshaphat cried out, 
33 

the chariot 

commanders saw that he was not the king of Israel and stopped pursuing him. 
34 

But someone 

drew his bow at random and hit the king of Israel between the sections of his armor. The king told 

his chariot driver, “Wheel around and get me out of the fighting. I’ve been wounded.” 
35 

All day 

long the battle raged, and the king was propped up in his chariot facing the Arameans. The blood 

from his wound ran onto the floor of the chariot, and that evening he died. (1 Kings 22:29-35). 

Jehoshaphat  heard the word of God through the mouth of his prophet Micaiah, but for some 

reason he didn’t listen. We don’t know why Jehoshaphat didn’t listen to God’s word, but not 

listening to God almost cost Jehoshaphat his life. In the end it did cost Ahab his life. The word of 

the LORD that Micaiah spoke came true. Yet no one seemed to be listening to the word of the LORD. 

Whose words are you listening to? Our world today is full of “prophets,” people who claim to 

speak the truth of what is best for us. The prophets of our American culture say, “Anything and 

everything is acceptable. So be whatever you want to be, and do whatever you want to do because 

it’s all about you! Your pleasure, and your happiness is all that matters. You deserve the best! It 

doesn’t matter what it costs, just go out and get it because you deserve it! You say God is good, 

right? A good God would certainly want you to be happy, wouldn’t he? So go, and be victorious in 
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your quest for happiness and self-satisfaction for your ‘lord’ will certainly give those things into 

your hand!” Are those the words you are listening to? 

Then there are the prophets of Satan who are whispering in our ears and getting into our heads. 

They tell us, “You don’t really need go to church because your sleep is more important, your family 

is more important, your personal time is more important than God’s word. Besides, all of the good 

you’ve done for God in your life certainly has to count for something. God will certainly let you 

into heaven because of all the hard work you have done for him; because of all that you have given 

up to be a Christian. You know, it is the ‘good’ people who God is going to let into heaven.” Are 

these the words you are listening to? 

What would a prophet of the true God say? To the prophets of the world who say that you 

deserve to be god, our LORD says “I am the LORD your God. You shall have no other gods 

before me” (Exodus 20:2-3). To those who say it is okay to love other things more than God, the 

LORD says, “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5). To those “prophets” who say there are many roads to heaven, 

the true prophet of the LORD points to Jesus who said, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 

life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him” (John 3:36). 

Listening to the wrong words can put your soul in eternal danger! 

This is why we want to listen to the words of the true God. Only his words tell us what we 

really need to know. What is it we need to know? We need to know that we are sinful beings who 

deserve God’s eternal damnation for our rebellion. We also need to know how God has rescued us 

from our sins by sending his Son to be our Savior. Jesus took our place, perfectly listening to, and 

following, ever one of his Father’s words for us. Then Jesus took God’s wrath. Christ was punished 

for all the times we chose to listen to the wrong words. Jesus suffered our hell for all the times we 

allowed the words of others to come ahead of God’s words. By Jesus’ death and resurrection we 

have been set free from the punishment of sin and death. We have been released from Satan’s rule 

over us. The devil’s words can’t harm us because Jesus has destroyed his power. Yet we only know 

about the saving work of Christ through his word! Through the power of that word the Holy Spirit 

creates in us a faith that trusts Jesus saving work. Through that word Jesus empowers us to fight 

against temptation and to live a life of thanks to our God and Savior. 

As we read and hear God’s word our faith responds to that word. So what does that look like? 

Jesus tells us what it looks like in our Gospel reading for today. There are three specific things Jesus 

wants his believers to do in connection with God’s word. First, Jesus tells us to, “Watch out for 

false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves” 
(Matthew 7:15). We need to be on our guard. The false prophets of Christ are everywhere, and they 

are wolves! They want to kill your faith. They want to rip you away from Jesus. We need to be 

watching out for them.  

This is why the second thing that Jesus tells us to do is to test all prophets to make sure they are 

teaching the pure word of God. Our Lord said, “By their fruit you will recognize them. Every 

good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit” (Matthew 7:16, 17). What are these 

people putting before you? If it is not the ‘good fruit’ of God’s word found in the Bible then it is 

‘bad fruit.’ But we need to be careful because sometime people will take God’s good word and 

make it bad by adding to it, subtracting from it, or changing it in some way. They ignore parts of 

God’s word that speak about sin. They add in their own thoughts on how to be right with God. 

Some will even go so far as to pit one part of God’s word against another! All of these things 

destroy God’s good word. Jesus wants us to test all those who proclaim his word to make sure what 

they say lines up with what our God recorded in the Bible. And that means you should also be 



Whose words are you listening to? 
Text: 1 Kings 22:10-28 for 6/18/2017 by Pastor Bolwerk 

4 

testing what I say. I am human and I can make mistakes, so you should be comparing what I say 

with what the Bible says to make sure I am handling God’s word correctly. But that means you need 

to know God’s word. We need to be reading, or hearing, or studying that word every single day. 

Once we have tested a prophet, and we know that person is speaking the truth of God’s word 

then there is one more thing Jesus wants us to do. He says, “Everyone who hears these words of 

mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain 

came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not 

fall, because it had its foundation on the rock” (Matthew 7:24-25). As you are living your life in 

the world do you ever feel like life is trying to beat you down? How do you stand up against it? 

Listen to Jesus words, and put them into practice. Don’t just hear Jesus words, do what he says. 

Jesus said it is those who listen and practice his words that have a rock solid foundation. Notice 

what Jesus says about the foolish person: “Everyone who hears these words of mine and does 

not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came 

down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a 

great crash” (Matthew 7:26-27). It’s not that the person didn’t hear Jesus’ words they just didn’t do 

what Jesus said, and their life came crashing to an end. Sounds a lot like king Ahab, doesn’t it? 

There are just three things that our Lord tells us to do here. But let’s be honest, these things are 

not all that easy to do. Yet by the very word that Jesus speaks he gives us the power to do these 

things. And even when we stumble, even when we don’t put his word into practice as we should, 

what does Jesus do? He comes to us, in his word and in his sacrament, and he says to you and to 

me, “Your sins are forgiven.” Through his precious gospel he reminds us again that he won that 

forgiveness for each and every one of us. That forgiveness is yours through faith in Christ and no 

one can take that away from you.  

So whose words are you listening to? Listen to Jesus to be assured of your forgiveness. Listen 

to Jesus for the power to fight temptation and live a life of thanksgiving as his dear child. Listen to 

the words of your LORD because by his word he guarantees you an eternal, perfect, and happy life in 

heaven. Amen. 


